
 
Impromptu Speaking 

 
Purpose: 
 
The purpose of impromptu speaking is to demonstrate your ability to think quickly on your feet, present information clearly, 
and expand your topic into larger ideas. Take the topic beyond what you might normally assume itÕs meaning to be. Try to 
relate your topic to society. Impromptu challenges the speaker to be creative, polite, engaging, and understandable. It is a fun 
category of speaking that shapes quality debaters.  
 
Time Management:  
 
There are 7 minutes total that are to be split up between preparation and presentation. A good rule is to spend 2 minute 
preparing and 5 minute speaking. The more time you can spend speaking, the better. Plan so that the time you allot to 
speaking is filled with material that is relative to the topic and not rambling. 
 
Topics: 
 
Topics will range anywhere from famous quotes, famous people, current issues, to abstract objects, political opinions, or song 
titles. You will be given three options to choose from. Depending on the tournamentÕs structure, you may be given three 
different types of topics, or you may get three choices under the same topic (i.e. Three issues or quotes, versus a quote, an 
issue, and an abstract object).  
 
Format: 
 

1. Introduction: 
 
Attention Getting Device (AGD)- Get the audienceÕs attention by using a story, a quote, a joke, etc. Find 
what works for you. Do not spend too much time on this. Just grab the audienceÕs attention. 
 
Purpose Statements- Why are you giving a talk about this? Is this relevant to the audience? This is the 
thesis statement of your speech. For example you might say, ÒThe United States Federal Government 
should ban gay marriage,Ó or ÒBritney Spears is a singer, a businesswoman, and an icon.Ó 
 
Introduction of Points- Give them a brief description of what you are going to be discussing. This helps 
you as the presenter know where you are going, and it helps the judge flow your points.  
 

2. Body/Points: 
 

Main Point- Have a clear topic for each point. Typically it will be no more than a few words that will just 
indicate what the next part of your speech will be about.  
 
 Some standard outlines for MOST topics include but are not limited to: 
 

1. Past, Present, Future 
2. Pro, Con, Opinion 
3. Individual, National, International 
4. Similarities, Differences, Result/Conclusion 
5. Social, Economical, Political 

 
Breaking the topic into any sub topics is also a great way to format the topic. For example, if 
given the topic ÒtattooÓ, think of three different tattoos that you could talk about representing a 
larger theme: an ÒI [heart] momÓ tattoo for example could evidence the value individuals have on 
family relationsÉ 

 



Supporting Points- These need to be clearly linked to the topic of your point. DO NOT RAMBLE! Think 
of a story, a poem, a talk, a quote, an imaginary situation, anything that will further support the main point 
youÕre making. Think fast on you feet! 

 
3. Conclusion: 
 

Re-State Topic- Bring the attention back to the larger topic being discussed. This can just be a sentence, 
but will identify that you are moving into your conclusion and not still on your past point. 
 
Review Points- Review your points similar to the way you initially discussed them in your introduction.  
 
Refer to AGD- YOU NEED TO REFER BACK TO YOUR AGD! This will create a great bookend on 
your speech. If you left an unresolved question in your AGD- answer it (Can AmericanÕs really afford 
another war in the Middle East? Answer your questionÉ) 
 

Planning Tips: 
  

1. Pick a topic that you will be able to easily relate to the audience- and especially the judge. The less time it 
looks like you are trying to figure out what you are saying, the more time you can spend as an expert on the 
topic. 

 
2. Immediately focus on what the body of the speech will be- the introduction and conclusion will come easily 

after you know what you want to say. PLAN AN A.G.D. Do not just start talking- organization makes up a 
lot of overall points. 

 
3. You are allowed to write down your ideas/outline; however, you should not use this while speaking. Turn 

the paper upside down when you go up to speak so you wonÕt be tempted to look at the material. 
 

Speaking Tips: 
 

1. Work your own style. If you are naturally funny, be funny; if not, donÕt try. Be able to adapt to various 
topics, but maintain your personal style. Your natural style will make you more relaxed and will slow down 
your speaking. 

 
2. Movement. When moving from topic to topic, take a step somewhere on the floor. DO NOT PACE, but 

take a few steps throughout the entire speech. This will help clearly define the topics youÕre discussing and 
will help you and the audience feel more comfortable. 

 
Sample Topics: 
  
1. Broom 
2. ÒTis better to have loved and lost, than never to have loved at all.Ó 
3. Text messaging should not be allowed in schools.  
 
1. Window 
2. Basketball 
3. McDonalds 
 
1. Abraham Lincoln 
2. Cleopatra 
3. Steve Jobs 

 
Notes: 


